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particularly incest, have the effect of blighting the crop.
Hence among the  Bare'e-speaking  Toradyas  of  Central
Celebes, 'before planting rice, generally before clearing the
ground, there is a ceremony called " the driving away of
sins."   The sin here contemplated is incest, which is supposed
to spoil the rice, either through severe drought or heavy rain.
The more venial incest (between uncle and niece or aunt and
nephew), is expiated by a sacrifice called " covering the sky,"
because it hides the sin on earth from the dwellers in heaven.
Incest may escape detection.    Even the report of incest
committed is enough to draw down the calamitous conse-
quences on the land.   Hence, to make sure, the Toradyas offer
this atoning sacrifice every year.    It is sometimes called
" asking for rain."    Almost all the inhabitants of the village
repair to the bank of a river.   A great stone is then placed on
the way leading to the river, to close it.    A sacrificial table
is set up and a pig tied to the foot of it.    The leader, with one
foot on the pig, spits betel in the air, and invokes the gods.
He prays : " O gods above and gods below, perhaps we have
sinned with mouth or hands or feet;  perhaps our ears have
heard the sin of men of another village.    We have put away
our sinful ears and mouths.    Here are a pig, a buffalo, and a
goat.   In return we ask you to give us rain.    If you give no
rain, what shall we eat this year ?    Saroe and Sarengge (two
spirits whose bodily hair is in the form of rice stalks), we give
you this that you may give us rain."    Then the pig is killed,
and its blood is dabbed on the cheeks and foreheads of the
people.   Also the sacrificial victims are killed and cooked,
and their livers offered.   Meantime a small ship has been
laden with rice, coins, betel, tobacco, cloth, and so forth, to
which every person present must  contribute.     Then the
people are beaten with prickly plants to drive out all guilt.
Finally the little ship is allowed to drift down the stream.
Afterwards the people splash water on each other as a rain-
charm.   The stone is then removed from the path, with the
words, " Lightness in the stone, heaviness in the rice."1
1 N. Adrian! and A. C, Kruijt, op. tit. ii. 247